
OBOC Essay Contest 
Naomi Alderman’s The Power 

One Book, One Chalmers (OBOC) is a program that encourages all 
at Chalmers to read the same book to spark conversation about 
important topics. Chosen in collaboration with JÄMK, the student 
union Equality Committee, this year’s book is Naomi Alderman’s 
novel The Power. Alderman’s novel raises issues ranging from the 
fitness of those in power to gender inequality as well as how media 
shapes the world’s perception of events. 

To help facilitate focus on the OBOC selection, an essay contest is 
offered. Students at any level are welcome to submit an essay. 
Using scholarly secondary sources is encouraged, but not required. 
Select one of the essay topic choices below: 

1. In an essay of 900-1200 words, in English, explain why the
awakening of the electric power in young women did not create
a society based on equality. Ground your discussion with specific
examples from Alderman’s novel.

2. Alderman’s novel asks readers to think about how much, if at
all, gender and power are connected. In an essay of 900-1200
words, in English, explain and defend your thoughts about how,
and to what extent, power and gender are related.

Prizes  – The winner will receive: 
• A gift card from Store
• A certificate of achievement
• A coveted line on their CV

Honorable mention may also be bestowed 
on other submissions of merit. 

Resources – For helpful advice on essay 
writing, consult these links: 
• Expository essays, The Purdue Owl

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writi
ng/academic_writing/essay_writing/exposi
tory_essays.html

• Essay structure, The Harvard Writing
Center
https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/page
s/essay-structure

• Essay-writing advice, MIT
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/urban-
studies-and-planning/11-225-
argumentation-and-communication-fall-
2006/lecture-notes/writing_eff_esay.pdf

Criteria for judging – Entries will be judged 
based on the following criteria: 
• Content: Is there a clear and persuasive

main claim that fully addresses the
chosen topic? Does the body of the
essay provide logical, well-argued
support for that claim?

• Structure: Is the essay organized
logically, so that even a person who
had not read the novel could
understand the argument? Are there
clear paragraphs that build the
argument logically?

• Language: Do the vocabulary and
grammar choices aid in clarifying the
ideas and amplifying the
persuasiveness?

Submit to:  userservices.lib@chalmers.se 
Submission deadline: 31 March 2020 
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